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Today’s story is the story of Pentecost. One day, while the disciples were praying, a strong
wind blew, and the Holy Spirit came down to them. The Holy Spirit was a gift from God in Heaven.
Then, all the disciples started to speak in many languages. That is how the stories of Jesus

Christ spread around the world.
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From Fear to Courage
Until the Holy Spirit came down to them, the disciples were scared of being caught and killed.
They holed themselves up inside a house and hid. s there something that you're afraid of?

Something that makes you so scared that you freeze and cannot take even one step forward?
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| can remember a time in my life when | was afraid like that. | was going to dive into the pool, but
| could not. | just stood there for long time while my parents were waiting and waiting to see me

dive.
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This transformation from fear to courage is a great change. After the Holy Spirit descended,

the disciples were no longer afraid. They went outside and started to speak up loud. “Listen!



Do you know Jesus? Do you know God loves all of us, not just people from one country?

Whatever your language, whatever the color of your skin, God is God of all people and all nations.”

BBFIAFEF AZRFRICESN, BNTEAELZ, NSVWRICV TN TNDIEEES
LEH A R7ERITTHNZH D, ZLTHENDEREE AN, BLIZKRERFETIHLI AL
BOTTREWN ! JEATABRDIELETELIRO DD TY, [#HFIE—DOEDALZTEEL TS
DTIEHYEB A, ZOEDOEIEL, JLOEBINEN, BERDISEEFZTAZHAROMEETT
K | JERBYBAD=DTY, BREEDTELMNTE, COEBIET IV, RESFEEBWNET,

K2OFERH 3FA
On the day of Pentecost, 3000 people were baptized. Many churches in different languages were

started. So Pentecost is considered the birthday of the Church.
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The second point of today’s message is this: In today’s Pentecost story, when did God give
them the Holy Spirit? It was when the disciples gathered and prayed to God. So if we believe
in God and we pray together, God will take notice and give us the Holy Spirit.

The disciples could not have had any idea that we would be talking about them 2000 years later
in Atlanta, Georgia, USA. So the second point of today’s message is to remember when the Holy

Spirit comes: when we gather and pray together.
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The second point of today’s story is this. To be able to speak more than one language is, |
believe, a gift from God. If you have an English speaking friend, you can ask them “what’s
wrong?” If you have another friend who is Japanese, you can switch and ask them, “Daijobu?”
If you speak different languages, you can help many people and show your concern in many ways.

You can make friends in other countries.
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That is what happened on Pentecost. The people who believed Jesus were able to communicate
that God is love in many different languages and started churches in different countries. So
Pentecost is the Church’s birthday.
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The last point is this. Pentecost is not a story of the past. It did not happen once 2000 years
ago. It is happening right now, again and again in churches all around the world. The Holy Spirit
descends upon us whenever we gather together and pray hard. That is why today, 2000 years
after the first Pentecost, people are still baptized and become Christians, just as happened on
that day. The first Pentecost was the day when the love of God and the blessing of God started
to spread to the world. People heard the word of God in their own languages. Using the rest of

our lives, we are going to spread peace around the world outside of SAINTS Hall.
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Let us pray: God of people from all nations, we praise your name. Thank you for giving us the
ability to communicate to people from other countries. Thank you for teaching us different
languages. Please continue to teach us about people around the world so we can make more
friends from many nations. Please let us share your love with at least one person each day. In

the name of Jesus Christ, Amen.
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